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Trump questions immigration priorities 


President's language 
is criticized as Senate 


DACA talks continue 


By Alan Fram and Jonathan Lemire 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — President Don- 
ald Trump questioned Thursday 
why the U.S. would accept more 
and 
“sh**hole countries” in Africa rath- 
er than places like Norway, as he 
rejected a bipartisan immigration 
deal, according to people briefed on 


immigrants from Haiti 


an Oval Office conversation. 


Trump’s use of that language to 
describe an entire continent star- 
tled lawmakers in the meeting and 


immediately revived charges that 
the president is racist. The White 
House did not deny his remark but 
issued a statement saying Trump 
supports immigration policies that 
welcome “those who can contribute 
to our society.” 

Trump’s comments came as two 
senators presented details of a 
bipartisan compromise that would 
extend protections against deporta- 
tion for hundreds of thousands of 
young immigrants — and also 
strengthen border protections as 
Trump has insisted. 

The lawmakers had hoped Trump 
would back their accord, an agree- 
ment among six senators evenly 
split among Republicans and Demo- 
crats, ending a months-long, bitter 
dispute over protecting the “Dream- 

rs.” But the White House later 


rejected it, plunging the issue back 
into uncertainty just eight days 
before a deadline that threatens a 
government shutdown. 

Dick Durbin of Illinois, the Senate’ 
s No. 2 Democrat, explained that as 
part of that deal, a lottery for visas 
that has benefited people from Afri- 
ca and other nations would be end- 
ed, the sources said, though there 
could be another way for them to 
apply. Durbin said people would be 
allowed to stay in the U.S. who fled 
here after disasters hit their homes 
in places including El Salvador, 
Guatemala and Haiti. 

The sources spoke on condition of 
anonymity because they weren’t 
authorized to publicly describe the 
conversation. One said lawmakers 
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Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., left, walks Thursday with 
Sen. Dick Durbin, D-III., the minority whip, as lawmakers in Washington 
continue negotiating a deal to protect immigrants known as “Dreamers.” 
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Franrose Tashjian walks her almost 12-year-old Siberan husky, Khubie, Thursday on Summit Avenue 
in St. Paul. Tashjian, who has three children, says that Khubie is a really cute dog. “This is his 
weather,” she said. Snow and ice arrived Thursday morning with a temperature drop of 30 degrees and 
wind chill as low as -15. Story, Page 3A. 


How 2 GOP 


derailed high-speed rail 


Commissioners with 
power over spending 
‘veto Chicago route 


By Dave Orrick 


dorrick@pioneerpress.com 


A pair of Republican state law- 
makers have effectively derailed 
— at least for now — plans for so- 
called “high-speed” passenger 
train service between the Twin 
Cities and Chicago. 

All they needed to do was 
object. 

“It’s in effect like a one-person 


TwinCitiesecom 


Looking for something to do? From dining 
out to heading outdoors, options abound. 


lawmakers 


What did $1.2 million in high- 
speed rail funds buy us so far? 
Just studies. Page 9A. 


veto,” said Sen. Scott Newman, 
one of the two lawmakers who 
put the brakes on a vision that 
has been in the works since the 
1990s and has, over the years, 
received bipartisan support. 

The Minnesota Department of 
Transportation suspended work 
on the current phase of the proj- 
ect — a mostly completed series 
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New work requirements 


rewrite health 


care for poor 


Administration revises Medicaid rules 


By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Rewriting 
the rules on health care for the 
poor, the Trump administration 
said Thursday it will allow states 
to require “able-bodied” Medic- 
aid recipients to work, a hotly 
debated first in the program’s 
half-century history. 

Seema Verma, head of the Cen- 
ters for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services, said requiring work or 
community involvement can 
make a positive difference in 
people’s lives and in their health. 
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The goal is to help people move 
from public assistance into jobs 
that provide health insurance. 
“We see people moving off of 
Medicaid as a good outcome,” 
she said. 

But advocates said work 
requirements will become one 
more hoop for low-income peo- 
ple to jump through, and many 
could be denied needed coverage 
because of technicalities and 
challenging new paperwork. 
Lawsuits are expected as indi- 
vidual states roll out work 
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Tip credit 
divides 
restaurant 
workers 


Debate part of 
St. Paul's $15/hour 


minimum wage plan 


By Jess Fleming 
jfleming@pioneerpress.com 


The fight over whether and how 
to implement a $15 minimum 
wage is heating up in St. Paul. 

Newly sworn-in St. Paul Mayor 
Melvin Carter has said the mini- 
mum wage increase is a top priori- 
ty in his administration, and the 
polarizing issue has divided local 
restaurant workers. 

Some in the industry have joined 
a nationwide fight for a tip credit, 
which would allow employers to 
pay tipped employees a lower 
base wage, provided their tips get 
them to at least $15 an hour. 
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State seeks 
to further 
diversify 


workforce 


By Christopher Magan 


cmagan@pioneerpress.com 


Gov. Mark Dayton’s administra- 
tion says its efforts to make state 
hiring and contracting more inclu- 
sive are paying off, but there is 
still a long way to go before all 
Minnesotans have equitable rep- 
resentation in the government 
workforce. 

Last year, state contracts award- 
ed to businesses owned by people 
of color, women and veterans 
grew an average of 89 percent 
over 2015, an increase from $40 
million to $75 million. While that’s 
impressive growth, it represents a 
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